
       A Section of the Rhode Island Library Association  
              PO Box 6765, Providence, RI 02940 

 
 

Jan 3, 2020 

 

Dear Friends of the Library, 

I am writing to ask for your support in a cause that could affect any one of us. Perhaps you have 

been following the situation in Narragansett regarding the building of a new library. In brief: in 

2016, Narragansett voters approved a bond referendum authorizing the town to build a new 

library to meet the community’s expanded needs. In August 2018, the Town Council purchased 

the Belmont/IGA property as the location for that new library. In January of 2019, a new Town 

Council reversed this democratic process in order to sell that property. In response to this action, 

Narragansett residents formed an advocacy group (Love Your Library) to fight for 

Narragansett’s new library. Then, in August of 2019, Love Your Library won a temporary 

restraining order forcing the Narragansett Town Council to take the Belmont property off the 

commercial real estate market. At present, the Narragansett Town Council is seeking to overturn 

that restraining order. 

 At 11:00 a.m., Friday, January 17th, the legal representative of Love your Library will ask the 

court to maintain the temporary restraining order on the sale of the property. The lawyer for the 

Town Council will argue for lifting the order. At stake here is the future of the Belmont 

Building, purchased by the town of Narragansett in 2018 for the express purpose of building the 

new library Narraganset voters approved in the  referendum of November 2016. 

The Coalition of Library Advocates supports Love Your Library’s efforts to ensure that the 

people of Narragansett get the library they voted for. We are writing to ask you, as 

representatives of other public libraries, to demonstrate your support for Narragansett’s new 

library by showing up at the January 17, 2020, hearing.  It is possible that our presence may 

influence how the judge rules.   

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon A. Lux 

Chair 

RI Coalition of Library Advocates 

cola@rilibraries.org 


